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Shaw Residents’ Association 

Minutes of meeting held on  

1st February 2016 

 
Present  Apologies 
Linford Madley June Clarke Fran Williams 
Kevin Fisher Stu Clarke Marian Godfrey 
Ritva Bamforth Mary Maynard Mike Godfrey 
Jeffrey Bamforth Chris Maynard Claire Walker 
Alistair Haney Eric Elstone Patricia Twiney 
Anne Haney Elizabeth Elstone Gail Light 
Chris Barry Pete Corrie Sheridan Fisher 
Andrew Snowden  Keith Williams 
Martyn Parrot  
  
 
Meeting held at Ramleaze Community Hall @ 8.30pm 
The Chair welcomed all present, including Paula Harrison and Deb & Steve (local 
residents). 
 

1. Previous minutes  
Proposed by Andrew Snowden 
Seconded by Kevin Fisher 
 

2. Community Governance Review 
Kevin welcomed Paula Harrison, locality lead for East and West Swindon 
and also responsible for facilitating the Community Governance Review 
currently in progress. 
Paula explained that the review is necessary if the Council wants to make 
any changes to the existing Parish Council arrangements.  She confirmed 
there is a drive to increase the number of Parish Councils, for financial 
reasons. 



The review has a number of stages: Stage 1 runs until 30.3.16 and this is 
the opportunity for anyone to submit proposals.  Proposals or opinions 
submitted will be reviewed by an independent adjudicator in Stage 2 and 
draft proposals or recommendations will be prepared.  Stage 3 is when 
draft proposals are published in June and feedback/comments will be 
sought (up to 16.9.16).  Final recommendations will be published in 
November or December with implementation to start in 2017. 
Some pilots have been running and the Parish Councils involved took on 
grass cutting. Litter and play parks. 
There was a general discussion in which some question or issues were 
raised: 

- What services would be taken on and at what cost? 
- Is there a risk of corruption? 
- If local councillors are involved in Parish Councils how will they 

avoid party politics at Parish level? 
Kevin advised that SRA will be compiling their thoughts and he thanked 
Paula for attending and presenting her excellent summary. 
 

3. Chelmsford Road Housing 
Kevin reported there has been no progress, the objections from the 
Officers are still in place. 
 

4. Lydiard Park – proposed housing 
No update. 
 

5. Village Centre 
Andrew noted that replacement trees had been planted and some others 
pruned.  This is great news but it is still frustrating that there is no news 
about the request to provide additional grasses.  Hopefully they will be 
available for the session planned for 5 March. 
 

6. Thamesdown Drive 
The LEP met but did not discuss the proposal, this may need to go to a 
special board meeting. 
 

7. Streetlamps 



Some replacement posts have been installed, but no lights yet! 
 

8. Lydiard Park - Privatisation 
Mike Bowden has asked Kevin if he would join the Steering Group that is 
aiming to run the park as a not for profit organisation.  Kevin has agreed 
as an individual, not as SRA Chair. 
Kevin reported some positive feedback from his initial meeting.  A total 
of 9 expressions of interest were put forward but 7 of these were 
discounted as they did not plan to take on the entire park, only elements 
of it.  The remaining 2 are from the Friends of Lydiard Park and one 
other party. There is a cabinet meeting on 10 February to agree the 
process and timeline for the bidding process. 

 
 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
 
Next meeting 7th March at 8.30pm in the Ramleaze Community Hall 


