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Shaw Residents’ Association 

Minutes of meeting held on  

7th March 2016 

 
Present  Apologies 
Linford Madley  Fran Williams 
Keith Williams  Marian Godfrey 
Pete Corrie  Mike Godfrey 
Andrew Snowden  Claire Walker 
Martyn Parrot   Patricia Twiney 
  Gail Light 
  Sheridan Fisher 
  June Clarke 
  Ritva Bamforth 
  Jeffrey Bamforth 
  Alistair Haney 
  Anne Haney 
  Chris Barry 
 
Meeting held at Ramleaze Community Hall @ 8.30pm 
The Chair welcomed all present. 
 

1. Previous minutes  
Proposed by Martyn Parrot 
Seconded by Linford Madley 
 

2. Community Governance Review 
Discussed the proposed draft text and Keith provided additional input 
from his context. Acknowledged that at this stage rather vague with 
many unknowns. Some scepticism expressed about the overall motivation 
and the approach – asking for general feedback when most of the SBC  
residents are unaware of parishing and its implications. 



It was speculated that the focus of any new parish(es)  would be 
StreetSmart-type scoping ie grounds maintenance – not roads or planning. 
It was also speculated that perhaps West Swindon might be seen as a 
Parish – but that would clearly cover quite a diverse area, but less diverse 
than a larger area. Noted that even with a large area such as West 
Swindon, the negotiating power would be significantly lower than SBC’s – 
the same concerns about small unitary authorities but more so. 
It was noted that introducing parishes might help ring-fence funds so 
that social services/education etc would be funded separately. It was 
also noted that local government funding approaches do seem to be 
changing and that this confuses further the consultation. 
Noted that Swindon BC has an ageing demographic profile compared to 
earlier years and this is having an impact – Swindon is not the most 
extreme example of this but ‘above-average’ 
 

3. Chelmsford Road Housing 
Noted that case goes to Planning on 8th March. Discussion about the 
challenges the local authority has in influencing developer plans and even 
more so the impact a resident’s association or individual may have. 
 

4. Lydiard Park – proposed housing 
No update. 
 

5. Village Centre 
Grasses planted by the council team. Frustration expressed about the 
level of coordination/planning and querying the real desire of the Council 
to work with volunteer organisations. 
Still no contact from Louise about the additional items. Andrew to raise 
with Gail. 
 

6. Thamesdown Drive 
No additional information 
 

7. Streetlamps 
No additional information. 

 



8. Lydiard Park - Privatisation 
The Hertitage Trust is now working towards developing the options. Car 
parking charging seems almost inevitable but there is an option to link it 
to other park carparks eg Coate Water.  
It appears that SBC are keen to make this work but a need for upfront 
investment to the park and house was noted. 

 
 

Meeting closed at 9:25pm. 
 
Next meeting 4th April at 8.30pm in the Ramleaze Community Hall 


