
Dear Rob (Taylor Wimpey) and Les (DPDS) 

The Shaw Residents Association is deeply concerned about the design of the Ridgeway Farm spine 
road and we call again for it to be re-routed around the north and east of the development. 

Furthermore, we now understand the road will be just 6.5m wide – this is narrower than Swinley drive 
which measures 6.75m and has just one private drive onto the road (shared by six houses) and no on 
road parking.  

The Ridgeway Farm spine road, being 0.25m narrower, will have 11 side roads, four pedestrian 
crossings (one a toucan), one shared space, an estimated 60 private drive ways and, as a result of 
the 60 or so house frontages onto the road, will suffer from considerable levels of on road parking.  

If we assume an average car is 1.9m wide (allowing for door mirrors) and, allowing for just a 0.6m gap 
between passing cars, the space required for two vehicles to pass is 4.4m, leaving just 2.1m spare. If 
a car is parked on the road it will take up about 2m (allows for a small gap between car and curb), 
leaving a 0.1m gap should two vehicles wish to pass the parked car at the same time. Ten 
centimetres cannot be a safe passing distance and we believe the vast majority of motorists will 
choose to wait for the approaching vehicle to pass before navigating around the parked one. Of 
course, the road will be used by HGV’s and buses as well and, if we estimate a bus to be about 2.4m 
wide, to pass a parked car with another car coming the other way, the road would need to be about 
7.7m wide.  

This analysis assumes on road parking will only be allowed to take place on one side of the road – if it 
is allowed on both sides, it is reasonable to assume that the road will become not just a bottleneck to 
be avoided, but completely unfit for purpose. 

With an estimated 60 private driveways feeding onto this road, there will be a considerable number of 
vehicles reversing off their drives, across the footpaths and cycle ways and between parked vehicles, 
onto the spine road – leading to even more congestion along the road and resulting it greater 
frustration for home owners as they try to get out of their own drive (perhaps encouraging them to 
park on the road as a result). 

We are of the opinion that over time, and similar to other estates across Swindon, motorists will 
choose to park their vehicles on the footpaths, cycle ways and verges rather than on the main road. 
Aside from the detrimental impact this has on the look and feel of the area, it presents further dangers 
to pedestrians who may, particularly those with child buggies, be forced onto the main road in order to 
navigate past parked vehicles. We do note that about 1/3 of the curb side (mostly near the village 
centre) is designated as ‘Swale’ – we assume this is a soft verge drainage area and so off road 
parking would not be possible to take place in such areas.  

Given the concerns existing residents have today with the 500 or so vehicles heading south on the 
existing B road at peak time and a similar number heading north from Stone lane, both Swindon and 
Wiltshire residents and councillors are looking at road changes to minimise the impact of the 
increased traffic on Swinley Drive, Washpool and Stone Lane. The design of your spine road will 
create serious congestion at peak times forcing existing drivers to look for alternative routes. Given 
the proposals on the table for changes to existing roads, these alternative routes will likely not be 
available, resulting in life for residents in your development becoming intolerable as they try to get out 
of their drives, pull away from the curb or exit from one of the 11 side roads. We suspect if this 
scenario is apparent to purchasers from the outset, you may have a hard time selling your properties. 

It is clear this road has not been designed with the concept of through traffic in mind and we implore 
you to please take another look at the design and make appropriate changes to mitigate these very 
real concerns. In the mean time, the SRA will be making these concerns available to the public and 
media. 

Best Regards 

 
Kevin Fisher– SRA Chair 

 

 


